In the control group, the fibrous structure of the ligament appeared intact and no new bone or cartilage formation was observed (Fig. 4) .
Spinal cord.
In the E4 group, the spinal cord showed deformation from compression by the ossified ligamentum flavum (Fig. 5) (Fig.  7a) . Neuronal loss and chromatolysis in the anterior horn were also seen (Fig. 7b) . The degenerative changes in the spinal cord were generally more severe in the E8 than in the E4 group.
In the control group, no spinal cord was deformed or degenerated (Fig. 8) . 
